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as Constitution Week. I encourage Federal, 
State, and local officials, as well as leaders 
of civic, social, and educational organizations, 
to conduct ceremonies and programs that 
celebrate our Constitution and reaffirm our 
rights and responsibilities as citizens of our 
great Nation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of August, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand seven, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:52 a.m., August 23, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 22, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on August 
24. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Community Leaders in Riverside, 
Missouri 
August 22, 2007 

How is everybody doing? Thank you for 
joining me. I’m visiting with some of the 
area’s finest citizens. We talked about busi-
nesses and opportunities and sports and cul-
ture. It’s good to be with you. Thank you. 
I hope you leave here with the sense that 
I’m upbeat about the future of this country. 
I believe strongly we can do anything we put 
our minds to do. 

Thank you all for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:06 a.m. at the 
Corner Cafe. 

Remarks at the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars National Convention in Kansas 
City, Missouri 
August 22, 2007 

Thank you all. Please be seated. It’s good 
to be with you again. I understand you 
haven’t had much of a problem attracting 
speakers. [Laughter] 

I thank you for inviting me. I can under-
stand why people want to come here. See, 
it’s an honor to stand with the men and 
women of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. The 
VFW is one of our Nation’s finest organiza-
tions. You belong to an elite group of Ameri-
cans. You belong to a group of people who 
have defended America overseas. You have 
fought in places from Normandy to Iwo Jima 
to Pusan to Khe Sahn to Kuwait to Somalia, 
Kosovo, Afghanistan, and Iraq. You brought 
security to the American people. You 
brought hope to millions across the world. 

As members of this proud organization, 
you are advocates for the rights of our mili-
tary veterans, a model of community service, 
and a strong and important voice for a strong 
national defense. I thank you for your service. 
I thank you for what you’ve done for the 
United States of America. 

I stand before you as a wartime President. 
I wish I didn’t have to say that, but an enemy 
that attacked us on September the 11th, 
2001, declared war on the United States of 
America. And war is what we’re engaged in. 
The struggle has been called a clash of civili-
zations. In truth, it’s a struggle for civiliza-
tion. We fight for a free way of life against 
a new barbarism, an ideology whose fol-
lowers have killed thousands on American 
soil and seek to kill again on even a greater 
scale. 

We fight for the possibility that decent 
men and women across the broader Middle 
East can realize their destiny and raise up 
societies based on freedom and justice and 
personal dignity. And as long as I’m Com-
mander in Chief, we will fight to win. I’m 
confident that we will prevail. I’m confident 
we’ll prevail because we have the greatest 
force for human liberation the world has ever 
known, the men and women of the United 
States Armed Forces. 

For those of you who wear the uniform, 
nothing makes me more proud to say that 
I am your Commander in Chief. Thank you 
for volunteering in the service of the United 
States of America. 

Now I know some people doubt the uni-
versal appeal of liberty or worry that the Mid-
dle East isn’t ready for it. Others believe that 
America’s presence is destabilizing and that 
if the United States would just leave a place 
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like Iraq, those who kill our troops or target 
civilians would no longer threaten us. Today 
I’m going to address these arguments. I’m 
going to describe why helping the young de-
mocracies of the Middle East stand up to 
violent Islamic extremists is the only realistic 
path to a safer world for the American peo-
ple. I’m going to try to provide some histor-
ical perspective to show there is a precedent 
for the hard and necessary work we’re doing 
and why I have such confidence in the fact 
that we’ll be successful. 

Before I do so, I want to thank the national 
commander-in-chief of the VFW and his 
wife, Nancy. It’s been a joy to work with Gary 
and the staff. As Gary said, ‘‘We don’t nec-
essarily agree a hundred percent of the 
time.’’ I remember the old Lieutenant Gov-
ernor of Texas, a Democrat, and I was a Re-
publican Governor. He said, ‘‘Governor, if 
we agreed 100 percent of the time, one of 
us wouldn’t be necessary.’’ [Laughter] 

But here’s what we do agree on: We agree 
our veterans deserve the full support of the 
United States Government. We agree that 
those who—[applause]. That’s why in this 
budget I submitted there’s $87 billion for the 
veterans. It’s the highest level of support ever 
for the veterans in American history. We 
agree that health care for our veterans is a 
top priority, and that’s why we’ve increased 
health care spending for our veterans by 83 
percent since I was sworn in as your Presi-
dent. We agree that a troop coming out of 
Iraq or Afghanistan deserves the best health 
care, not only as an active duty citizen but 
as a military guy, but as—also as a veteran— 
and you’re going to get the best health care 
we can possibly provide. We agree our home-
less vets ought to have shelter, and that’s 
what we’re providing. In other words, we 
agree the veterans deserve the full support 
of our Government, and that’s what you’re 
going to get as George W. Bush as your Presi-
dent. 

I want to thank Bob Wallace, the executive 
director. He spends a lot of time in the Oval 
Office. I’m always checking the silverware 
drawer. [Laughter] He’s going to be bringing 
in George Lisicki here soon. He’s going to 
be the national commander-in-chief for my 
next year in office. And I’m looking forward 
to working with George, and I’m looking for-

ward to working with Wallace, and I’m look-
ing forward to hearing from you. They’re 
going to find an openminded President dedi-
cated to doing what’s right. 

I appreciate the fact—[applause]. I appre-
ciate Linda Meader, the national president 
of the Ladies Auxiliary—she brought old 
Dave with her—Virginia Carman, the incom-
ing president. 

I want to thank Deputy Secretary of the 
Veterans Affairs Gordon Mansfield for join-
ing us today. I appreciate the United States 
Senator from the State of Missouri, strong 
supporter of the military and strong sup-
porter of the veterans, Kit Bond. Two Mem-
bers of the Congress have kindly showed up 
today. I’m proud they’re both here: Con-
gressman Emanuel Cleaver—no finer man, 
no more decent a fellow than Emanuel 
Cleaver—is with us and a great Congressman 
from right around the corner here, Congress-
man Sam Graves. Thank you all for coming. 

Lieutenant General Jack Stultz, com-
manding general, U.S. Army Reserve Com-
mand, is with us today. General, thanks for 
coming. Lieutenant General Bill Caldwell, 
commanding general, Fort Leavenworth, 
Kansas, is with us today as well. General 
Caldwell, thank you for your service. 

Thank you all for letting me come by. I 
want to open today’s speech with a story that 
begins on a sunny morning, when thousands 
of Americans were murdered in a surprise 
attack and our Nation was propelled into a 
conflict that would take us to every corner 
of the globe. 

The enemy who attacked us despises free-
dom and harbors resentment at the slights 
he believes America and the Western nations 
have inflicted on his people. He fights to es-
tablish his rule over an entire region. And 
over time, he turns to a strategy of suicide 
attacks destined to create so much carnage 
that the American people will tire of the vio-
lence and give up the fight. 

If this story sounds familiar, it is, except 
for one thing. The enemy I have just de-
scribed is not Al Qaida, and the attack is not 
9/11, and the empire is not the radical caliph-
ate envisioned by Usama bin Laden. Instead, 
what I’ve described is the war machine of 
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Imperial Japan in the 1940s, its surprise at-
tack on Pearl Harbor, and its attempt to im-
pose its empire throughout East Asia. 

Ultimately, the United States prevailed in 
World War II, and we have fought two more 
land wars in Asia. And many in this hall were 
veterans of those campaigns. Yet even the 
most optimistic among you probably would 
not have foreseen that the Japanese would 
transform themselves into one of America’s 
strongest and most steadfast allies, or that 
the South Koreans would recover from 
enemy invasion to raise up one of the world’s 
most powerful economies, or that Asia would 
pull itself out of poverty and hopelessness 
as it embraced markets and freedom. 

The lesson from Asia’s development is that 
the heart’s desire for liberty will not be de-
nied. Once people even get a small taste of 
liberty, they’re not going to rest until they’re 
free. Today’s dynamic and hopeful Asia—a 
region that brings us countless benefits— 
would not have been possible without Amer-
ica’s presence and perseverance. And it 
would not have been possible without the 
veterans in this hall today, and I thank you 
for your service. 

There are many differences between the 
wars we fought in the Far East and the war 
on terror we’re fighting today. But one im-
portant similarity is, at their core, they’re ide-
ological struggles. The militarists of Japan 
and the Communists in Korea and Vietnam 
were driven by a merciless vision for the 
proper ordering of humanity. They killed 
Americans because we stood in the way of 
their attempt to force their ideology on oth-
ers. 

Today, the names and places have 
changed, but the fundamental character of 
the struggle has not changed. Like our en-
emies in the past, the terrorists who wage 
war in Iraq and Afghanistan and other places 
seek to spread a political vision of their own, 
a harsh plan for life that crushes freedom, 
tolerance, and dissent. Like our enemies in 
the past, they kill Americans because we 
stand in their way of imposing this ideology 
across a vital region of the world. This enemy 
is dangerous; this enemy is determined; and 
this enemy will be defeated. 

We’re still in the early hours of the current 
ideological struggle, but we do know how the 

others ended, and that knowledge helps 
guide our efforts today. The ideals and inter-
ests that led America to help the Japanese 
turn defeat into democracy are the same that 
lead us to remain engaged in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. 

The defense strategy that refused to hand 
the South Koreans over to a totalitarian 
neighbor helped raise up a Asian Tiger that 
is the model for developing countries across 
the world, including the Middle East. The 
result of American sacrifice and perseverance 
in Asia is a freer, more prosperous, and stable 
continent, whose people want to live in peace 
with America, not attack America. 

At the outset of World War II, there were 
only two democracies in the Far East, Aus-
tralia and New Zealand. Today, most of the 
nations in Asia are free, and its democracies 
reflect the diversity of the region. Some of 
these nations have constitutional monarchies, 
some have parliaments, and some have presi-
dents. Some are Christian, some are Muslim, 
some are Hindu, and some are Buddhist. Yet 
for all the differences, the free nations of Asia 
all share one thing in common: Their govern-
ments derive their authority from the con-
sent of the governed, and they desire to live 
in peace with their neighbors. 

Along the way to this freer and more hope-
ful Asia, there were a lot of doubters. Many 
times in the decades that followed World 
War II, American policy in Asia was dis-
missed as hopeless and naive. And when we 
listen to the criticism of the difficult work 
that our generation is undertaking in the 
Middle East today, we can hear the echoes 
of the same arguments made about the Far 
East years ago. 

In the aftermath of Japan’s surrender, 
many thought it naive to help the Japanese 
transform themselves into a democracy. 
Then as now, the critics argued that some 
people were simply not fit for freedom. 

Some said Japanese culture was inherently 
incompatible with democracy. Joseph Grew, 
a former United States Ambassador to Japan 
who served as Harry Truman’s Under Sec-
retary of State, told the President flatly 
that—and I quote—‘‘democracy in Japan 
would never work.’’ He wasn’t alone in that 
belief. A lot of Americans believed that, and 
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so did the Japanese—a lot of Japanese be-
lieved the same thing: Democracy simply 
wouldn’t work. 

Other critics said that Americans were im-
posing their ideals on the Japanese. For ex-
ample, Japan’s Vice Prime Minister asserted 
that allowing Japanese women to vote would 
‘‘retard the progress of Japanese politics.’’ It’s 
interesting what General MacArthur wrote 
in his memoirs. He wrote, ‘‘There was much 
criticism of my support for the enfranchise-
ment of women. Many Americans, as well 
as many other so-called experts, expressed 
the view that Japanese women were too 
steeped in the tradition of subservience to 
their husbands to act with any degree of po-
litical independence.’’ That’s what General 
MacArthur observed. In the end, Japanese 
women were given the vote; 39 women won 
parliamentary seats in Japan’s first free elec-
tion. Today, Japan’s Minister of Defense is 
a woman, and just last month, a record num-
ber of women were elected to Japan’s Upper 
House. Other critics argued that democ-
racy—[applause]. 

There are other critics, believe it or not, 
that argue that democracy could not succeed 
in Japan because the national religion, Shin-
to, was too fanatical and rooted in the Em-
peror. Senator Richard Russell denounced 
the Japanese faith and said that if we did 
not put the Emperor on trial, ‘‘any steps we 
may take to create democracy are doomed 
to failure.’’ The State Department’s man in 
Tokyo put it bluntly: ‘‘The Emperor system 
must disappear if Japan is ever really to be 
democratic.’’ 

Those who said Shinto was incompatible 
with democracy were mistaken. And fortu-
nately, Americans and Japanese leaders rec-
ognized it at the time, because instead of sup-
pressing the Shinto faith, American authori-
ties worked with the Japanese to institute re-
ligious freedom for all faiths. Instead of abol-
ishing the imperial throne, Americans and 
Japanese worked together to find a place for 
the Emperor in the democratic political sys-
tem. 

And the result of all these steps was that 
every Japanese citizen gained freedom of re-
ligion, and the Emperor remained on his 
throne, and Japanese democracy grew 
stronger because it embraced a cherished 

part of Japanese culture. And today, in defi-
ance of the critics and the doubters and the 
skeptics, Japan retains its religions and cul-
tural traditions and stands as one of the 
world’s greatest free societies. 

You know, the experts sometimes get it 
wrong. An interesting observation, one histo-
rian put it—he said, ‘‘Had these erstwhile ex-
perts’’—he was talking about people criti-
cizing the efforts to help Japan realize the 
blessings of a free society—he said, ‘‘Had 
these erstwhile experts had their way, the 
very notion of inducing a democratic revolu-
tion would have died of ridicule at an early 
stage.’’ 

Instead, I think it’s important to look at 
what happened. A democratic Japan has 
brought peace and prosperity to its people. 
Its foreign trade and investment have helped 
jump-start the economies of others in the re-
gion. The alliance between our two nations 
is the linchpin for freedom and stability 
throughout the Pacific. And I want you to 
listen carefully to this final point: Japan has 
transformed from America’s enemy in the 
ideological struggle of the 20th century to 
one of America’s strongest allies in the ideo-
logical struggle of the 21st century. 

Critics also complained when America in-
tervened to save South Korea from Com-
munist invasion. Then as now, the critics ar-
gued that the war was futile, that we should 
never have sent our troops in, or they argued 
that America’s intervention was divisive here 
at home. 

After the North Koreans crossed the 38th 
Parallel in 1950, President Harry Truman 
came to the defense of the South, and he 
found himself attacked from all sides. From 
the left, I.F. Stone wrote a book suggesting 
that the South Koreans were the real aggres-
sors and that we had entered the war on a 
false pretext. From the right, Republicans 
vacillated. Initially, the leader of the Repub-
lican Party in the Senate endorsed Harry 
Truman’s action, saying, ‘‘I welcome the indi-
cation of a more definite policy.’’ He went 
on to say, ‘‘I strongly hope that having adopt-
ed it, the President may maintain it intact,’’ 
then later said, ‘‘It was a mistake originally 
to go into Korea because it meant a land 
war.’’ 
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Throughout the war, the Republicans real-
ly never had a clear position. They never 
could decide whether they wanted the 
United States to withdraw from the war in 
Korea or expand the war to the Chinese 
mainland. Others complained that our troops 
weren’t getting the support from the Govern-
ment. One Republican Senator said the ef-
fort was just ‘‘bluff and bluster.’’ He rejected 
calls to come together in a time of war on 
the grounds that, ‘‘We will not allow the cloak 
of national unity to be wrapped around hor-
rible blunders.’’ 

Many in the press agreed. One columnist 
in the Washington Post said, ‘‘The fact is that 
the conduct of the Korean war has been shot 
through with errors great and small.’’ A col-
league wrote that, ‘‘Korea is an open wound. 
It’s bleeding, and there’s no cure for it in 
sight.’’ He said that the American people 
could not understand ‘‘why Americans are 
doing about 95 percent of the fighting in 
Korea.’’ 

Many of these criticisms were offered as 
reasons for abandoning our commitments in 
Korea. And while it’s true the Korean war 
had its share of challenges, the United States 
never broke its word. 

Today, we see the result of a sacrifice of 
people in this room in the stark contrast of 
life on the Korean Peninsula. Without Amer-
icans’ intervention during the war and our 
willingness to stick with the South Koreans 
after the war, millions of South Koreans 
would now be living under a brutal and re-
pressive regime. The Soviets and Chinese 
Communists would have learned the lesson 
that aggression pays. The world would be fac-
ing a more dangerous situation. The world 
would be less peaceful. 

Instead, South Korea is a strong, demo-
cratic ally of the United States of America. 
South Korean troops are serving side by side 
with American forces in Afghanistan and in 
Iraq. And America can count on the free peo-
ple of South Korea to be lasting partners in 
the ideological struggle we’re facing in the 
beginning of the 21st century. 

For those of you who served in Korea, 
thank you for your sacrifice, and thank you 
for your service. 

Finally, there’s Vietnam. This is a complex 
and painful subject for many Americans. The 

tragedy of Vietnam is too large to be con-
tained in one speech. So I’m going to limit 
myself to one argument that has particular 
significance today. Then as now, people ar-
gued the real problem was America’s pres-
ence and that if we would just withdraw, the 
killing would end. 

The argument that America’s presence in 
Indochina was dangerous had a long pedi-
gree. In 1955, long before the United States 
had entered the war, Graham Greene wrote 
a novel called ‘‘The Quiet American.’’ It was 
set in Saigon, and the main character was 
a young Government agent named Alden 
Pyle. He was a symbol of American purpose 
and patriotism and dangerous naivete. An-
other character describes Alden this way: ‘‘I 
never knew a man who had better motives 
for all the trouble he caused.’’ 

After America entered the Vietnam war, 
the Graham Greene argument gathered 
some steam. As a matter of fact, many argued 
that if we pulled out, there would be no con-
sequences for the Vietnamese people. 

In 1972, one antiwar Senator put it this 
way: ‘‘What earthly difference does it make 
to nomadic tribes or uneducated subsistence 
farmers in Vietnam or Cambodia or Laos 
whether they have a military dictator, a royal 
prince, or a socialist commissar in some dis-
tant capital that they’ve never seen and may 
never heard of?’’ A columnist for the New 
York Times wrote in a similar vein in 1975, 
just as Cambodia and Vietnam were falling 
to the Communists: ‘‘It’s difficult to imag-
ine,’’ he said, ‘‘how their lives could be any-
thing but better with the Americans gone.’’ 
A headline on that story, dated Phnom Penh, 
summed up the argument: ‘‘Indochina With-
out Americans: For Most a Better Life.’’ 

The world would learn just how costly 
these misimpressions would be. In Cam-
bodia, the Khmer Rouge began a murderous 
rule in which hundreds of thousands of Cam-
bodians died by starvation and torture and 
execution. In Vietnam, former allies of the 
United States and government workers and 
intellectuals and businessmen were sent off 
to prison camps, where tens of thousands 
perished. Hundreds of thousands more fled 
the country on rickety boats, many of them 
going to their graves in the South China Sea. 
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Three decades later, there is a legitimate 
debate about how we got into the Vietnam 
war and how we left. There’s no debate in 
my mind that the veterans from Vietnam de-
serve the high praise of the United States 
of America. Whatever your position is on that 
debate, one unmistakable legacy of Vietnam 
is that the price of America’s withdrawal was 
paid by millions of innocent citizens whose 
agonies would add to our vocabulary new 
terms like ‘‘boat people,’’ ‘‘reeducation 
camps,’’ and ‘‘killing fields.’’ 

There was another price to our withdrawal 
from Vietnam, and we can hear it in the 
words of the enemy we face in today’s strug-
gle—those who came to our soil and killed 
thousands of citizens on September the 11th, 
2001. In an interview with a Pakistani news-
paper after the 9/11 attacks, Usama bin 
Laden declared that ‘‘the American people 
had risen against their Government’s war in 
Vietnam, and they must do the same today.’’ 

His number-two man, Zawahiri, has also 
invoked Vietnam. In a letter to Al Qaida’s 
chief of operations in Iraq, Zawahiri pointed 
to ‘‘the aftermath of the collapse of the 
American power in Vietnam and how they 
ran and left their agents.’’ 

Zawahiri later returned to this theme, de-
claring that the Americans ‘‘know better than 
others that there is no hope in victory. The 
Vietnam specter is closing every outlet.’’ 
Here at home, some can argue our with-
drawal from Vietnam carried no price to 
American credibility, but the terrorists see 
it differently. 

We must remember the words of the 
enemy. We must listen to what they say. Bin 
Laden has declared that ‘‘the war [in Iraq] 
is for you or us to win. If we win it, it means 
your disgrace and defeat forever.’’ Iraq is one 
of several fronts in the war on terror, but 
it’s the central front. It’s the central front 
for the enemy that attacked us and wants to 
attack us again, and it’s the central front for 
the United States. And to withdraw without 
getting the job done would be devastating. 

If we were to abandon the Iraqi people, 
the terrorists would be emboldened and use 
their victory to gain new recruits. As we saw 
on September the 11th, a terrorist safe haven 
on the other side of the world can bring 
death and destruction to the streets of our 

own cities. Unlike in Vietnam, if we withdraw 
before the job is done, this enemy will follow 
us home. And that is why, for the security 
of the United States of America, we must 
defeat them overseas so we do not face them 
in the United States of America. 

Recently, two men who were on the oppo-
site sides of the debate over the Vietnam war 
came together to write an article. One was 
a member of President Nixon’s foreign policy 
team and the other was a fierce critic of the 
Nixon administration’s policies. Together 
they wrote that the consequences of an 
American defeat in Iraq would be disastrous. 

Here’s what they said: ‘‘Defeat would 
produce an explosion of euphoria among all 
the forces of Islamic extremism, throwing the 
entire Middle East into even greater up-
heaval. The likely human and strategic costs 
are appalling to contemplate. Perhaps that 
is why so much of the current debate seeks 
to ignore these consequences.’’ I believe 
these men are right. 

In Iraq, our moral obligations and our stra-
tegic interests are one. So we pursue the ex-
tremists wherever we find them, and we 
stand with the Iraqis at this difficult hour, 
because the shadow of terror will never be 
lifted from our world and the American peo-
ple will never be safe until the people of the 
Middle East know the freedom that our Cre-
ator meant for all. 

I recognize that history cannot predict the 
future with absolute certainty. I understand 
that. But history does remind us that there 
are lessons applicable to our time. And we 
can learn something from history. In Asia, 
we saw freedom triumph over violent 
ideologies after the sacrifice of tens of thou-
sands of American lives—and that freedom 
has yielded peace for generations. 

The American military graveyards across 
Europe attest to the terrible human cost in 
the fight against nazism. They also attest to 
the triumph of a continent that today is 
whole, free, and at peace. The advance of 
freedom in these lands should give us con-
fidence that the hard work we are doing in 
the Middle East can have the same results 
we’ve seen in Asia and elsewhere—if we 
show the same perseverance and the same 
sense of purpose. 
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In a world where the terrorists are willing 
to act on their twisted beliefs with sickening 
acts of barbarism, we must put faith in the 
timeless truths about human nature that have 
made us free. 

Across the Middle East, millions of ordi-
nary citizens are tired of war; they’re tired 
of dictatorship and corruption; they’re tired 
of despair. They want societies where they’re 
treated with dignity and respect, where their 
children have the hope for a better life. They 
want nations where their faiths are honored 
and they can worship in freedom. 

And that is why millions of Iraqis and Af-
ghans turned out to the polls—millions 
turned out to the polls. And that’s why their 
leaders have stepped forward at the risk of 
assassination. And that’s why tens of thou-
sands are joining the security forces of their 
nations. These men and women are taking 
great risks to build a free and peaceful Mid-
dle East, and for the sake of our own security, 
we must not abandon them. 

There is one group of people who under-
stand the stakes, understand as well as any 
expert, anybody in America—those are the 
men and women who wear the uniform. 
Through nearly 6 years of war, they have per-
formed magnificently. Day after day, hour 
after hour, they keep the pressure on the 
enemy that would do our citizens harm. 
They’ve overthrown two of the most brutal 
tyrannies of the world and liberated more 
than 50 million citizens. 

In Iraq, our troops are taking the fight to 
the extremists and radicals and murderers all 
throughout the country. Our troops have 
killed or captured an average of more than 
1,500 Al Qaida terrorists and other extremists 
every month since January of this year. We’re 
in the fight. Today, our troops are carrying 
out a surge that is helping bring former Sunni 
insurgents into the fight against the extrem-
ists and radicals, into the fight against Al 
Qaida, into the fight against the enemy that 
would do us harm. They’re clearing out the 
terrorists out of population centers; they’re 
giving families in liberated Iraqi cities a look 
at a decent and hopeful life. 

Our troops are seeing this progress that 
is being made on the ground. And as they 
take the initiative from the enemy, they have 
a question: Will their elected leaders in 

Washington pull the rug out from under 
them just as they’re gaining momentum and 
changing the dynamic on the ground in Iraq? 
Here’s—my answer is clear: We’ll support 
our troops; we’ll support our commanders; 
and we will give them everything they need 
to succeed. 

Despite the mistakes that have been made, 
despite the problems we have encountered, 
seeing the Iraqis through as they build their 
democracy is critical to keeping the Amer-
ican people safe from the terrorists who want 
to attack us. It is critical work to lay the foun-
dation for peace that veterans have done be-
fore you all. 

A free Iraq is not going to be perfect. A 
free Iraq will not make decisions as quickly 
as the country did under the dictatorship. 
Many are frustrated by the pace of progress 
in Baghdad, and I can understand this. As 
I noted yesterday, the Iraqi Government is 
distributing oil revenues across its Provinces 
despite not having an oil revenue law on its 
books, that the Parliament has passed about 
60 pieces of legislation. 

Prime Minister Maliki is a good guy, a 
good man with a difficult job, and I support 
him. And it’s not up to the politicians in 
Washington, DC, to say whether he will re-
main in his position—that is up to the Iraqi 
people, who now live in a democracy and 
not a dictatorship. A free Iraq is not going 
to transform the Middle East overnight. But 
a free Iraq will be a massive defeat for Al 
Qaida; it will be an example that provides 
hope for millions throughout the Middle 
East; it will be a friend of the United States; 
and it’s going to be an important ally in the 
ideological struggle of the 21st century. 

Prevailing in this struggle is essential to 
our future as a nation. And the question now 
that comes before us is this: Will today’s gen-
eration of Americans resist the allure of re-
treat, and will we do in the Middle East what 
the veterans in this room did in Asia? 

The journey is not going to be easy, as 
the veterans fully understand. At the outset 
of the war in the Pacific, there were those 
who argued that freedom had seen its day 
and that the future belonged to the hard men 
in Tokyo. A year and a half before the attack 
on Pearl Harbor, Japan’s Foreign Minister 
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gave a hint of things to come during an inter-
view with a New York newspaper. He said, 
‘‘In the battle between democracy and totali-
tarianism, the latter adversary will without 
question win and will control the world. The 
era of democracy is finished, the democratic 
system bankrupt.’’ 

In fact, the war machines of Imperial 
Japan would be brought down—brought 
down by good folks who only months before 
had been students and farmers and bank 
clerks and factory hands. Some are in the 
room today. Others here have been inspired 
by their fathers and grandfathers and uncles 
and cousins. 

That generation of Americans taught the 
tyrants a telling lesson: There is no power 
like the power of freedom and no soldier as 
strong as a soldier who fights for a free future 
for his children. And when America’s work 
on the battlefield was done, the victorious 
children of democracy would help our de-
feated enemies rebuild and bring the taste 
of freedom to millions. 

We can do the same for the Middle East. 
Today, the violent Islamic extremists who 
fight us in Iraq are as certain of their cause 
as the Nazis or the Imperial Japanese or the 
Soviet Communists were of theirs. They are 
destined for the same fate. 

The greatest weapon in the arsenal of de-
mocracy is the desire for liberty written into 
the human heart by our Creator. So long as 
we remain true to our ideals, we will defeat 
the extremists in Iraq and Afghanistan. We 
will help those countries’ people stand up 
functioning democracies in the heart of the 
broader Middle East. And when that hard 
work is done and the critics of today recede 
from memory, the cause of freedom will be 
stronger, a vital region will be brighter, and 
the American people will be safer. 

Thank you, and God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:46 a.m. at the 
Kansas City Convention and Entertainment Cen-
ter. In his remarks, he referred to Gary Kurpius, 
outgoing commander-in-chief, and George J. 
Lisicki, incoming commander-in-chief, Veterans 
of Foreign Wars; Robert E. Wallace, executive di-
rector, Veterans of Foreign Wars Washington Of-
fice; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; Minister of Defense Yuriko 

Koike of Japan; and Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
of Iraq. 

Statement on the Federal Budget 

August 23, 2007 

Today’s deficit estimate release by the 
Congressional Budget Office is good news 
for American taxpayers. Like the estimates 
put forward by the Office of Management 
and Budget, it shows that our Government 
is on a path to meeting the goal I set forth 
of putting the budget into surplus by 2012. 
Balancing the budget requires keeping the 
economy strong, keeping tax rates low, and 
keeping spending in check. 

Through tax relief, we cut taxes for Amer-
ican families and reduced tax rates on divi-
dends and capital gains, energizing small 
businesses to invest and expand. And since 
we lowered these important tax rates, the 
economy has created more than 8 million 
jobs, increased wages, and grew tax revenues 
that will lead to a surplus. 

Continued spending restraint is a critical 
element for accomplishing a balanced budg-
et. I again urge Congress to pass spending 
bills by the end of the fiscal year without 
wasteful earmarks, without raising taxes, and 
in regular order—one at a time and on time. 
Congress has an opportunity to rise to the 
occasion and work with my administration to 
accomplish a balanced budget without raising 
taxes, and I hope they will do so upon their 
return to Washington in September. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 
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